TOWN OF WARRENTON BUILDING DEPARTMENT
18 Court Street

Warrenton, Virginia 20186

Office Hours 8:00 a.m.  to 4:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday

Telephone: 540-347-2405

The following inspections are mandatory.  The permit holder or agent is responsible for requesting inspections.  Please schedule inspections by calling 540-347-2405 between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday, at least twenty four (24) hours in advance of the inspection.  The requestor must know the name the permit was issued under and the permit number when scheduling an inspection.  Under Section 109.8 of the Building Code, any permit shall become invalid if the authorized work is not commenced within six (6) months after issuance of the permit, or if the authorized work is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months after the time of commencing the work.  

It is to be noted that land clearing, site work, and building construction work shall only be conducted between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Any other times must be approved in advance and in writing, by the Town Manager.
TYPES OF INSPECTIONS:
1.
FOOTING - Made after trenched of basement is excavated and any necessary 

form, bulkheads, grade stakes and steel is in place and BEFORE concrete is 


poured.  Bearing soil may require compaction testing.  A shrink-swell soils parcel 

will require special engineering.

2. 
SLAB - Basement and garage slabs.  Made after gravel plastic vapor barrier and 

reinforcing mesh is placed and BEFORE concrete is poured.

3.  
GROUND-WORK PLUMBING - Before the backfilling of ditches inside the 

structure.  Testing requires 10 foot head of water or 5 lbs. air pressure.

4.
BACKFILL - Before backfilling around basement foundation walls.  (Drain 
piping inspected at this time, and damp proofing and or waterproofing will be inspected at this time.)

5.  
CONCRETE WALL - Prior to placement of concrete.  All steel must be in place.

6.  
CLOSE-IN - Made after the roof, masonry, framing, fire stopping, electrical cable boxes with connection, water, drain and vent lines, chimneys and air distribution systems have been completed.  Please have 125 lbs. of water pressure or 50 lbs. of air pressure on all plumbing water piping systems.  DO NOT REQUEST THIS INSPECTION UNTIL ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE COMPLETED.

7.  
ELECTRICAL SERVICES - The power company will neither install a 


temporary or permanent service until a service inspection is completed 


and the Building Inspection Department calls the approval into the power 


company.  Try to have this ready on the CLOSE-IN inspection.  Please give the 

correct amount of AMPS when scheduling this inspection.

8. 
FINAL INSPECTION - All structural, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical phasesof the building must be completed and ready for occupancy to include the final grading around structures, handrails, guardrails in place, electrical, plumbing and mechanical equipment complete.  Any doorway that opens into an unfinished area or an area to be finished later (deck or porch) must be barred.

9.  
BACKFLOW CROSS-CONNECTION - (Plumbing) This inspection is mandatory for 

all new construction.  It is mandatory for all additions or alterations to kitchens and bathrooms.  There shall be non-removable built-in vacuum breakers on outside hose bibs and utility sink faucets.  Commodes shall have A.S.S.E. approved stamp.  This inspection shall be approved before a Certificate of Occupancy can be issued.  A thermal expansion device is required on most installations. 

OCCUPANCY PERMITS:
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY - Will be issued after a completed final inspection in accomplished and any discrepancies are corrected.  Please note that Virginia State Law requires a Certificate of Occupancy to be issued by the Building Official BEFORE any new building is occupied.  The Town has three (3) days from the day the final inspection is performed until the Certificate of Occupancy is issued.  Please 
allow proper time scheduling for this inspection.

NOTE:
NO BUILDING IS TO BE OCCUPIED WITHOUT FIRST 
OBTAINING A CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY FROM THE TOWN.  (ANY PERSON WHO DOES SO WILL BE IN VIOLATION OF THE TOWN ZONING ORDINANCE AND THE VIRGINIA UNIFORM STATEWIDE BUILDING CODE).

TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY (CO) - A temporary C.O. may be issued when unusual circumstances arise.  This is not a normal occurrence.

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY - EXISTING STRUCTURE - Prior to an owner or his authorized agent changing the use of a building, a request for a new Certificate of Occupancy in writing is required.  An inspection by the building or fire official is required prior to the issuance.
DEMOLITION PERMITS: 
A building permit shall not be issued allowing a building to be renovated or 


demolished until the following occurs:
1.  
The owner or his agent contracts with a licensed asbestos contractor to survey the building for the presence and quantity of asbestos.  That contractor then determines if level is within Federal guidelines under the E.P.A.  (Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act.)  for removal.  If the level is found to be over these standards, a contractor licensed for asbestos abatement must be contracted bringing the level down to 0.01 or fewer asbestos fibers per cubic centimeter.  (See attached Certificate of Compliance with Asbestos Regulations.)

2.
There are a few exceptions for residential housing.  Ask if you qualify.

3.  
The owner or his contractor must submit a report on clearance of the asbestos material.

4.  
In certain situations, where an owner believes no asbestos is present, the 


Building Official may accompany the owner or his representative to the site 


to determine if an asbestos report can be waived.
5.  
The Building Official makes a final decision on the need to contract with an 


asbestos contractor.
6. 
All Adjacent property owners have been made aware of demolition.

7.
All utilities have to be disconnected.

REQUIRED SWIMMING POOL INSPECTION:

(a) BONDING AND STEEL - Made after all necessary pool reinforcing steel is in place and all required metal parts are bond together.  Ground work plumbing and electrical usually inspected at this time.

(b) FINAL - Made after pool is completed and ready for use to include mechanical, 

plumbing and electrical, equipment operational and the required safety devices; required under Section 421.0 of the BOCA Building Code are installed.

IN ORDER TO OFFER THE BEST SERVICE POSSIBLE AND TO AVOID DELAYS, THE FOLLOWING POLICY IS IN EFFECT:

1.
If an inspection is scheduled and is not ready at the time of inspection and has not 

been cancelled by the permit holder or agent, an additional fee of $25.00 will be 

charged and required before any further inspection may be scheduled.

2.  
One reinspection will be allowed to insure correction of code violation(s).  Further 

reinspection for the same violation(s) will be charged a fee of $25.00 each.

3.  
Any inspection that does not have the required approved construction plans on 

site or permit posted in an obvious location will not be inspected.  There will be a 

$25.00 reinspection fee.  This also includes shop drawings, engineered trusses, 

laminated beams, and engineered floor joist systems with manufacturer=s 


instructions.
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